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gentsia of the country-side, and their members are indis-
pensable as honorary advisors of the co-operatives. This
form of instruction in co-operative problems is under-
taken in Hungary and Rumania.
Special institutions in the form of endowed Chairs for
the benefit of economics studies are found at the free
University of Brussels and in Paris (College de France).
The former is in charge of Professor Louis de Brouck£re,
the latter has lapsed since the resignation of Charles Gide.
Both Chairs were established and endowed by the con-
sumers' co-operative organisations.
In Germany, the first seminar for the study of co-
operation was organised at Halle in 1911, originally for
the benefit of the co-operative societies of the rural and
urban middle classes, as the university has a very old and
much-attended institute for agricultural instruction. In
time, a special Chair of co-operative economics was
attached to this seminar which I am the first to hold. I
previously had charge of the studies connected with the
seminar, besides which regular courses were offered in
co-operative law and co-operative business management.
At the University of Berlin a professor extraordinarius
offers courses in the co-operative movement, and a num-
ber of seminars deal with the subject, especially at the
Handehhochschukn (business training colleges) which, as
new institutions, are interested in this new branch of
instruction, but also at two universities proper, namely
those of Cologne and Frankfort. Here the majority of
teachers are practical men devoting part of their time to
lecturing. The Co-operative Institute in JFrankfort (Insti-
tut ftir Genossenschaftswesen) established in recent years
specialises in auditing. Further, any student in Germany
may prepare his doctoral thesis on a subject connected
with co-operation. This also obtains in Switzerland,
France, England, etc.
Many universities offer special lecture courses on the
co-operative movement. In France, this is done under the
patronage of the Society for the Dissemination of Co*
operative Knowledge.

